Symmetrical peripheral gangrene and the use of systemic hyperbaric oxygen therapy.
Symmetrical peripheral gangrene (SPG) is a rare but devastating condition when two or more distal sites become gangrenous, as the result of severe illness and treatment in critical care. The striking factor in SPG is that there is no occlusion of the major blood vessels to the affected limbs; the pathogenesis of the condition is not well understood and there are high reported mortality and amputation rates. Here we report the chronological progress report of a case of SPG, which affected both forefeet. This case report supports the view that early amputation should be avoided allowing for stabilisation of the gangrene so that no viable tissue is sacrificed. Further research is necessary to establish the pathogenesis and suitable treatment pathways.